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An Introduction...

THE LIBRARY

This play is not just a theatrical piece; rather, this play is a catalyst for
lifetime learning experiences. Inspired by a true story and play (both entitled 7/4¢e
Library) written by Inge Karo, our play traces the life of Rachel, an eleven-year-old
Jewish girl growing up in Germany from 1933-1939. The play describes Rachel’s life
at school and at home as she experiences the systematic isolation, loss of rights
and privileges, and ultimate dehumanization of the Jews under Nazi domination in
Germany. When the play begins, Rachel’s life appears to be quite normal, but
slowly things begin to change. In 1935, with the passage of the Nuremberg Laws,
Jewish professionals lose their jobs, Jewish businesses are taken away from them,
and the rights and privileges of German citizenship are denied. Jews are treated as
second-class citizens, genetically inferior to “Aryans.” They are systematicaily
ostracized in the community in which they have lived for centuries and from a
society of which they have been an integral part. We see Rachel with her frlends at
school and watch them turn against her as a result of the anti-Jewish propaganda.
Rachel’s only refuge is the library, where she immaerses herself in books.

The play explores what it is like to feel different, to be made to feel inferior,
to be taunted by children you thought were your friends, and to live with fear and
uncertainty about what the next day might bring. Who will be able to leave? Who
will disappear?

Nora Whittaker, a graduate of Muhlenberg College, did extensive research on
this dark period in history and beautifully crafted the script. Based on actual
accounts from survivors in oral and written testimony, the story was developed by a
remarkably gifted group of Muhienberg students who served as the actors in the
original production.

Based on their research, the students created a study guide that will help
teachers prepare students for performance. It contains @ summary of the story,
information regarding the social, political, and economic conditions that existed
prior to the Nazis’ rise to power, and other thought-provoking information,
questions, and activities.

Following each performance, the actors will be available for a question and
answer session. Our hope is that the play will stimulate students to explore
personal experiences that may parallel the events depicted in 7he Library.




TIMELINE

January 30, 1933 Adolf Hitler is appointed chancellor of Germany
April 1, 1933 Nazis proclaim a daylong boycott of Jewish-owned businesses
May 1933 Bibliocaust: twenty thousand books burned to symbolize Nazi

triumph over what they considered degenerate thought

July 14, 1933 Nazis outlaw other political parties in Germany
*** Rachel’s story begins around this time; she is 11 years old***

August 1, 1935 “No Jews” signs appeal in Germany forbidding Jews from
stores, restaurants, theaters, etc.

September 15, 1935 German parliament passes the NUREMBERG LAWS

July 1938 Evian conference in which delegates from 32 countries met
to address the Jewish refugee problem; most countries,
including the U.S. and Britain, would not take any more
Jewish refugees

November 9, 1938 Kristallnacht in Germany and Austria: Jewish homes,

businesses, and synagogues are vandalized, destroyed, etc.;
30,000 Jews are sent to Nazi concentration camps

***Rachel leaves for the US as the war begins; she is 15 years old***

September 1, 1939 Germany invades Poland

September 2, 1939 England and France declare war on Germany

July 31, 1941 Reinbard Heydrich appointed by Hitler to carry out the
“"FINAL SOLUTION"

December 7, 1941 Japan bombs Pearl Harbor, the U.S. entérs WWII

June 11, 1943 Nazis decide that all ghettos in Poland, Germany, and the

Soviet Union (now Russia) are to be emptied and the
occupants are to be deported to death camps

June 6, 1944 | D-Day: Allies invade Normandy

May 8, 1945 Germany surrenders to the Allies; the war ends in Europe




GLOSSARY OF TERMS

Affidavit: sworn document confirming that European Jews had someone in America
who would accept financial responsibility

Anti-Semitism: prejudice toward Jews or discrimination against them

Aryan: according to the Nazis, a person of Germanic background (typically seen as
blond-haired, blue-eyed); a member of Hitler's "*master race”

Concentration Camp: prison camp for Jews, Gypsies, political and religious
opponents, and other Germans considered to be “enemies of the state”

Death Camp (also Extermination Camp): Nazi camp, equipped with gassing
facilities, for mass murder of Jews, Gypsies, homosexuals and others

Emigrate: to leave your own county and go to another

Final Solution: ferm used by the Nazis for their systematic plan to exterminate the
entire Jewish population of Europe

Gestapo: German secret police under Nazi rule

Ghetto: part of the city set aside by the Nazis where Jews were forced to live,
creating conditions lacking food, water, heat, housing, and health care

Hitler Youth Movement: established by the Nazis to make all young “Aryan”
German students believe in the superiority of their “race;” the Hitler Youth and the
League of German Girls held after-school meetings to train children to be faithful to the

Nazi party
Holocaust: a period (1939-1945) in which 11 million peopie perished under Nazi rule,
including 6 million Jews

Immigrate: to move into another country

Kristalinacht (aiso “"Night of Broken Glass”): Nazi-organized demonstration of
violence against Jewish institutions or against Jewish synagogues, homes and
businesses: November 9, 10, 1938

Nazi: a member of the Nationalist Socialist German Workers’ Party that took control of
Germany under Adolf Hitler in 1933

Nuremberg Laws: two laws issued in 1935 to exclude from German life people
whom the Nazis considered alien. The first law removed German citizenship from
“non-Aryans,” and the second law prohibited them from marrying Germans

Ostracize: to exclude or banish

Propaganda: the intentional spreading of biased ideas to promote a cause (i.e.
hatred of Jews)

Refuge: a place of safety; a place for a person to escape danger
Refugee: a person taking refuge in another country or place
$.S: Nazi special Police force

Synagogue: Jewish house of religious worship

Third (3rd) Reich: name of Hitler’s reign of power



HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Hitler Comes to Power

In the early 1930s, Germany experienced great economic trouble. As a result
of this financial struggle and having lost WWI, Germany was at a very low point.
Hitler used this to his advantage. He had a gift for speaking and promised the
Germans that he and his Nazi party could change Germany for the better, Because
the Germans were eager for improvement, they quickly accepted Hitler and viewed
him as a “savior” to Germany. In little time, he became the head of the German
government. (Bachrach 8)

The Nazi Terror Bedins

The Nazis would beat up, arrest, and kill people who were against the Nazis.
This made people afrald to speak up against the Nazis even if they did not agree
with Hitler's ideas. Nazis would even go door to door trying to find Hitler’s enemies.
Officials could search people’s houses when they felt like it, listen in on telephone
conversations, and read people’s mall. (Bachrach 10)

Nazi Racism

To Hitler, the ideal “Aryan” was tall with blond hair and biue eyes, which was
strange because Hitler had dark hair and eyes. “Inferior” people, in addition to the
Jews, included Gypsies, handicapped people, anyone with African blood, and
others. Scientists thought that if people who were “inferior” stopped having
children, the human race would improve. So, in 1933 German doctors even started
doing operations so that “inferior” people physically could not have children. In
schools, children were taught about racial superiority and inferiority. Teachers
would measure children’s skulls and noses and note their hair and eye color to
identify if they were true “Aryans.” (Bachrach 12)

Different Types of Anti-Semitism:

* Religious: You may not live among us as Jews.
* Secular: You may not live among us.
* Racial: You may not live.

Life Unworthy of Life, Bolkosky, Ellias, Harris

The Boycott of Jewish Businesses

Before Hitler rose to power in Germany, Jews had important jobs with the
government and teaching at universities. Some Jewish writers and scientists in
Germany bad even won very special awards fur their work. However, Jews were
looked at differently once the Nazis took action. On April 1, 1933, the Nazis



organized a boycott of Jewish-owned businesses all throughout Germany. Nazis
painted the yellow Star of David on the windows and doors of the stores and
posted signs like “Don't Buy from Jews.” The actual boycott only lasted a day, but it
set the stage for further discrimination. One week later, Jewish government
workers and teachers were fired. (Bachrach 14)

The Nuremberg Race Laws

The Nazis made a set of laws called the Nuremberg Laws in 1935 that kept
the Jews from doing many normal things like voting or marrying a non-Jew.,
After these laws, the Jews faced even more restrictions. For example, Jewish
doctors could only treat Jews. German Jewish athletes were not allowed to
participate in the 1936 Olympics held in their own country. Everyone in Germany
had to carry identity cards, but Jews had theirs marked with a red “J” and the
middle name of “israel” for males and “Sara” for females. This made it easy for the
police to identify Jews. (Bachrach 18)

Because of The Nuremberg laws, Jews were FORBIDDEN to:

* Own a pet

* Use the radio

* Go to the movies or theaters

* Find protection in Air Raid shelters

* Attend school in many cases

* Buy jewelry

* Become a writer, artist, actor, lawyer, doctor, or postman among most other
occupations



THE EMIGRATION OF THE JEWS OUT OF GERMANY

(Written by Inge Heiman Karo, author of the original short story called
“The Library” when she was about 10 or 11)

For various reasons the Jews are emigrating from Germany. They are all
going, one after the other, unceasingly, every day, hundreds and thousands of
them. Behind them stands sorrow. Unseen, it walks behind many of them, follows
their every step into the new land and never leaves their side.

And yet, we still have a faithful friend, a father who cares for us and will
always care for us, our G'd!  We will trust in him and with his help we will even be
able to create a new life for ourselves in a strange country among strangers.

Our fate is like a huge hurricane, it blows us some place, lets us rest, and
then just when we want to put down roots it pulls us out and drives us into an
other, unknown part of the world. It was always thus and will probably never
change.

Our life is like a gigantic thick book in which fate always enters new words
and rules that we have to learn. Theoretical knowledge is not enough, we have to
show what we can do at once in Fate will show no mercy to whoever does not keep
up and lags behind, and leave him stranded by the wayslide. In this way we all step
into a different country. Not all of us into the same one. No, fate directs us into all
the countries of the world. It does not care where to.

Words that we did not know a few years ago have taken form and come to
life, and pursue us even into our dreams, Wherever one goes one hears only: “Will
you be called for a hearing soon?; My G'd, I have number 26000; Wil your child be
sent away?; What are your American relatives doing?; and Do you have an
affidavit?” Words such as sponsorship, children’s transport, U.S.A., municipal office,
Aid Society, passport, steamship ticket, export duty, suitcase, furniture, clothing,
climate, etc. are the order of the day. Uruguay, Paraguay, Brazil, Dominican
Republic, Cincinnati, Cleveland, Ohio and many more have become well known and
familiar to us. Daily, this one and that one receives letters bearing all kinds of
foreign stamps. These are the inescapable consequences of emigration and we
have to hear them. I believe that graduaily we are getting used to them.

From'Joseph And His Daughter by Joseph Heiman and Inge Heiman Karo © 1997




PRIMARY SOURCE DOCUMENTS
Jewish families needed to apply for VISA’s in order to leave Germany.

This is a copy of the VISA application made by Joseph Heimann, Inge Karo’s father.

AMERICAN CONSULATE
Stuttgart-N, Konigstrasse 19 a

To: Mr. Joseph Heimann - Essen, Eduardstr. 15.

You have been entered on the waiting list for those applying for a visa
under the number 5871 July 22, 1938, and should promptly notify us of
each change of address.

When we have received satisfactory proof as to the guarantee of your
financial support in America, and when it is your turn, you will be sent
a summons to appear for a formal application. The summons will be sent
you approximately 4 weeks before the date of the examination.

Your waiting list number is lo be listed on all correspondence.

Amerikanisches Konsulaf
Stuttrart-N, Kinigstrafle 19a

...................................................

(Name)
E s s ¢ n, Bduardstr.l‘j.

(Adresse)

Sie sind unter der Nummer .. 58 71 lejL ?2 1938

in der Warteliste der Visumannagstel!er eingetragvn, und sollten jede Adrcsae—
inderung prompt mittellen,

Wonn zulriedenstellende Bowelse Uiber die Sicherstellung IThres Lebens-
anterhaltes in Amerika hier vorliegen, und wenn Sie an der Reihe sind, wird
thnen elne Vorladung zur formellen Antragstellung zugeschickt werden. Dis
Vorladung wird co. 4 Wochen vor dem Untersuchungstermin zugeschickt
werden.

"Bei sitmtlichen Zuschriften ist Thre Wartenummer anzugeben,



Affdauit of Support

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

State Of v b BRS80S,
County of...... Y+ 200N
Haxry Gi¥bs o , being duly sworn, deposes and: says:
1. That he is the purchaser of Swedish Armcrican Line prepaid Ticker No..
FEOTTYooso1 v eereesoresesemeosstss s 5eesrs e 11214388858 R SRR3R S PSR ARG AR LA AR AR T — -
2. That he vl vears of age, that  he was born at Chicago,.-I1linois. ... and
That he has resided continuously in the United States since —... s birdh s
3, That E:?: present address is..... 0087 Cregier Avenus Straet, City of i & hicagoy . ..
County of.... 000K . ... . 2 State of s Iiiinols
. T h b il That he was naturalized a citizon of | That he declared his/her Intention
4 U‘::I:ed S‘:a:‘::sanf A clten of the the United States on: of becoming :x citlzen Qf the United
Dato IS)tates omnt”
a
Date Qﬁtgber 27. 1891 ‘‘‘‘‘‘ R ver e
For7T R (Eounts)

Suatet
of %“t“ certificate bolng

Essueé by the Couzt of .. s

5. That he is and always has been a law-abiding resident and has not at any time been threatened with arrest or
atrested for any ctime of misdemennor. That  he does not belong to nor is in anywise connected with any
group or organization whose principles are contrary to organized government, nor do the undermentioned
relatives belong to any such organization nor have they ever been convicted of any crime.

6. That the foliowing relatives at present residing at A5 ranaedsiragse. . 20sen. Dernay
desire to come to the Unlted SEAEES 1O oo crismmonssgmrissss otssseemsss s i e steenetaps e s bt
and that he will maintain them in the United Stdtes, if necessary, uotil such time as they may become
self-suppotting: ‘

Name of Passenger Sex Age Place of Birth Relationship 1o Deponent

Tledwnnn melel 40 I1T--21-=007 eine

R L R V1 e VRN o SR B € -1 I B B A L )
: ehdif 14 Fele 26 Danen

er U IR T Teeen |

7. That the expected pussenget/s isfare in good henlth, mentally, and physically.
Vife and two ohildren

8, That the deponent’s present dependents consist of il i e . erbeeesiess v

9, That the deponent’s Tegular occupation is (SEE,_STATHMENT ATTACHED) with average
weekly carnings amounting to $e. e, .

10, That he possesses property to the value of: Real Bstate, $.riccnrron seenr. PETSODAL Foriene v
and the incumbrance on sald property, i any, aMounts to $ov i .

11. That he is willing and able to. receive, maintain and support the relatives mentloned hereon and hereby
assumes such trust, guaranteeing, that none of them will at ang' time become a burden to the United States
or to any state, county, city, vi!iage or township of the United States; and that any who are under sixteen
years of age will be sent to school at least until they are sixteen years old and will not be put at work

unsuited to thelr vears.
DEPONENT further states that this affidavit is made by {:;T for the purpose of inducing the American Consul to

vise the passports of i;?r relatives and the Immdgration Authotitles to admit said relatives into the

United States, i .
wdSwe o SN See
{$igastueg” Degpanenr)
Subscribed and sworn beford me, @ Notary Public in dnd

Notary Seal for said county, this....... Fo pethixd .

8



GIBBS & COMPANY
741 5&:«% éZOP éu‘plv[y gl/ause a{ c_r[metim

21 SOUTH WABASH AVENUE

TELEPHOINE STATE 2128

C /dmgo

Jne 20, 1939

Hon. Americsn Consul,
Amerioan Conaulate,
Stuttgart, Gormanys

In re; Heimann Family,
Eduardstre 1B
Easen, Germanys

Honorable Sirg

I am-submitbing the attached affidavit of support for the
purposs of facllitating the immigration to the Unlted
States of Joseph and Selma Heimann, and their two ohildren,
Ingeborg and Walter Heimann,

Thiz affidavit iz an expression of my interest in them
which originntes out of conbaot with mutual friepds., I
feel confident, from my knowledge of their backgroumnd,
that they will readily Americanize themselves and I shall
be glad to further their good citizenshipes

Tt is my desire to be instrumental in assisting them to enter
the United States for permenent reosidence. I feel a mtrong
sonse of moral obligation towards the Heimann Femily and proof
of my ability to receive and oare for them is set forth in

the attached affidavit of support, wupplementing my previous
affidavit, I wish to glve my assurance that I will not allow
them to becoms & public burden upon any oommunity of the United
States,

In view of my aincere interest, I hope that you will give favorable
oonsideration to this petition,

Respectfully yours,

Ho/ht &(



GIBBS & COMPANY
?AB g&utﬁ? éﬂo‘p é-uf}a[‘t; ﬂllli’&ée f?b( c;ﬁ[fﬂ,ﬁ’clt(:ﬂ

2! SOUTH WABASH AVENUE

TELEFPHIONE STATE 2125
(:j££ai?o

June 20, 1939

Hone Amsrican Consul, In rey Heimenn, dJosef
Amerioan Cunsulate, " » Selma
stuttgart, Germany. " s Inpeborg

n s Walter
Doar Birg

In furtherance of the alfidavit which I signed fur the above mentioned family
of Heimann, I want to submit herewith affidavit of support and a guarantee
that thess people will never become & burden to the Government of the United

States,

I sm willing and able to carry through X1 of the responsibilities in connsetion
with the bringing of the asaid Heimann Family in to the United Sbates for
permanent rosidencs, enable them to establish themselves here and become worthy
citizens of Amerioa.

Upon their arrival in the United States, they will make their home with a mubual
friend, Mre. Paul Newbeok, who rosides at 102 ~ 162nd St., Calumot City, Illinois,
He will willing and able to maintain them, furnish them with satisfactory living
conditions, as well as all of their meals, I am willing and able to contribute

a minimum of 35,00 per week to each of the above mentioned individuals to take

care of their incidental expenses until such time when they beoome gelfw-sustaining,

Enolosed you will find a certified letter from Mr. and Mrs. Newbeck, oconfirming the
above,

I want to assure you of my ability and responsibility in carrying through the
aforementioned snd to stress agsin that Joseph, Selma, Ingeborg and Valter
Heimann will never become & burden to the United States Government,

Trusting this affidavit will enable the Heimann family to depart for the United
‘States at the earliest poasible time, I am

Very truly yours,

Hg/ e s
M’f N AsaA C;’\LX/(/QJ
tounty of Gook  { '

state of Illinois)®® &

Subsoribed dnd sworn to before me, A Notary Publio,
tiis 20th day of June, A,D., 1939,

VAT BNY SYTI02 74
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HOME ADORESS:
13R - ISEND ST,
CALUMET CIiTY, ILL.

PAUL H. NEWBECK

FURNITURE WHOLESALE AND FACTORY REPRESENTATIVE
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

QErcK: June_l7_3 9

722 AMERIGAN FURNITURE MART
688 LAKE SHORE DRIVE

Hon,Americen Conaunl,
Amerigan Comnsulate,
Stuttgart, Germany.

Tear Sir:

This is to dgertify that Mr.and Mrs.Rewbeck of
102-152 nd Str.Calumet City,Ill.do hereby affirm
that they will undertake to provide sultsble living
quarters for the Josef Heimsnm family,formerly of
Esgen Germany.
¥r, Josef Hedmsnn his wife Selms Helmann and two
children Jnge and Walter Heimann will make thelr
home with Mr.and Mrs.Newbeck until such time they
are enabled to support themselves and become
selfsustaining.

%

'—.d-.—t-.—.-‘-ﬁ‘-'—

WITNESSED

.
bl Sl S Skl v e e

Count of Cook { o5
State of Illinois )

Subacribed and sworn to before ms, A Notary Public,
this 17th day of June, AeDe, 1959
— O

My oommission expires 3/31/43

11



The

Below wre examples of Yellow Stars or @rmbands
worn in other cowndries under Nazi occupation.

e AR e o

i e AT SRR R

This is a photo of an authentic
Yellow Star. The size is authentic:
This Star was from Germany.

b e LN 5 i Y A
Jewish gir] awaiting deportation from Theresienstadt
to Auschwitz. {Courtesy: Miriam Novitch)

Upper Silegia Holland Belgium Frante
(Poband) fangary,

Parts of Polamd,

Greece, Lithuania

Bulgavis,




MORE THOUGHTS

“Let it be said that what hurts the victim most is not the oppressor, but those who

stand by in silence.”
&b Weinef

“The world seems to be divided Into two parts-those places where Jews cannot

live, and those places where they may not enter.”

G?laém ?Deiﬁmmt, weviclent ai the %M& gimli@[’. @Ko@efmml in the 1940,¢

"First they came for the Jews.

I was silent. I was not a Jew.

Then they came for the Communists.

I was sifent I was not a Communist

Then they came for the trade unionists.

I was silent. I was not a trade unionist

Then they came for me.

There was no one left to speak for me.
Pastor Martin Meimaifen

Risks

To laugh is to risk appearing a fool.
To weep is to risk appearing sentimental.
To reach out for another is to risk involvement.
To express feeling is to risk expressing your true self,
To place your ideas, your dreams
Before the crowd is to risk their loss.
To love is to risk being loved in return.
To live is to risk dying.
To hope is to risk despair.
To try is to risk failure.
But risks must be taken, because the greatest hazard
In life is to risk nothing.
The person who risks nothing, does nothing,
Has nothing, and is nothing.
He may avoid suffering and sorrow, but he simply
Cannot learn, feel, change, love, grow, live,
Chained by his certitude, he is a slave;
He has forfeited freedom. :
Only a person who risks is free.
% Gszﬂmcwan

i “How wonderful it is that no

: ™ tell you this story not to
: weaken you, but to strengthen
: you. Now it is up to you.”

i lot of others, or strikes out
: against injustice, he sends
; forth a tiny ripple of hope.”

H
........................................................................

..........................................................................

one need wait a single moment
before starting to improve the
world.”

@nrw g«awﬁ;

@ Mcmwﬁ gtwﬂéﬂm :

“History, despite its wrenching

i pain, cannot be unlived, but if
: faced with courage, need not
i be lived again.”

Mage @ugolos

“Each time a man stands up for
an ideal, or acts to improve the !

Robert &. %nneaﬂ,

13




PRE-PERFORMANCE ACTIVITY

Fium-ﬂ-=-=-—-muﬂzgs==ﬂ

« Pennsylvania State Standards Addressed:
e 1.4.8.A. Write short stories, poems, and plays
|| ¢ 1.4.8.D. Write with an understanding of the stylistic aspects of convention I
« ¢ 1,6.8.A. Listen to others .
l ¢ 1.6.8.D. Contribute to discussions o
¢ 1.6.8.E. Participate in small and large group discussions and presentations ||

PASS AROUND POEMS

Objectives:

» Students will express what it means to be different.
» Students will share original poems with their peers.

Introduction:

« Ask students if they have been made to feel different?

¢ Brainstorm as a class some ideas on what could make people different from one
another- anything at all (everything from religion and ethnicity, to the kinds of
clothes we wear, the types of foods we eat, etc.)

« Today, students will be writing free-verse poems to express what it means to feel
different.

Activity:

Stage 1: Writin

* Divide students into small groups (5 or 6 students per.group).
» Each student writes one of the following at the top of this page:

a. Being different is...
b. 1 feel different when...
¢. Being made to feel different...
d. One you create
- You can choose one for entire class if you like.

« Each student writes a sentence or phrase in response to the starting line.

e Each student then passes his paper to the person on the right and that student

-writes a response to the starting line or what the previous student has written.

« The students continue to pass the papers until each group member has
responded to what the previous students have written. ANofe: Remind students
to be patient and not to let the papers get out of order.

14



Stage 2: Sharing

« Each student reads the poem he started to his small group.
+ Students select one poem from the group to share with the class.

Stage 3: Creating Drama (OPTIONAL)

» Students collaborate to create a dramatic presentation of the poem they have
selected. They can create a skit, tableaux (students form a frozen picture),
movement piece narrated by one group member, or whatever they decide.

Conclusion:

« Inform students that “being different” is one of the main themes in the play, 7he
Library: The story of a Jewish girl in Nazi Germany, and that they should be on
the lookout for the ideas we have talked about today during the show.

15



ROLES AND CHOICES

PERPETRATOR:

A person who directly participated in atrocities and other crimes against
the Jews and other victims of the Nazis.

COLLABORATOR:

A person who indirectly participated in atrocities and other crimes
against the Jews and other victims of the Nazis; also, anyone who
assisted perpetrators in their crimes against the Jews and other victims

of the Nazis. | :

BYSTANDER:
A person who is present at an event without participating in it.

VICTIM:

A person who is harmed by or made to suffer from an action or a
circumstance.

RESCUER:
One who saves someone from danger or imprisonment.

16



POST-PLAY ACTIVITIES

Re-telling Rachel’s Story

Obijective: To have students recall the play.
* Students should be seated in a circle.
* The teacher/facilitator begins with the following:

“Rachel was only 11 years old in 1933 when Adolph Hitler came to power in Germany.
Then slowly life began to change.”

* This is the signal for the next student to tell a piece of Rachel’s
story as accurately as he remembers. He will then turn to the next
student and say, “"Then slowly life began to change.”

* The story continues until it reaches the teacher/facilitator who
concludes the story if necessary.

POST-PLAY DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1) Now that you have had some historical background on this time period, and
seen The Library, can you describe some of the circumstances and events that
lead up to the Holocaust?

2) Using the terms: bystander, collaborator, perpetrator, victim, and rescuer,
answer the following questions in relation to the characters in the play.

Why does each character fit into that specific category?

Did some characters fit into more than one category?

Explain. Ask questions like these:

When have you felt like a bystander?

Who are the perpetrators?

Who are the victims of prejudice and discrimination in your school?
What rewards are there in society for “collaborating” with prejudice?
What are the costs for trying to rescue?

3) How do these situations remind you of situations you and your friends have
been in? Would you have taken the same risks as these characters if you were
"in a similar situation? Why or why not? What could motivate someone to stand
up for another person, or to betray them?

4) How do you think a group of people (such as the Jews) become vulnerable to
discrimination and prejudice? For example, who are the groups of people in your -
school/community that you see being discriminated against? Why do you think
this is?

5) After thinking about these issues today, what will you do differently tomorrow?
What actions will you take to prevent prejudice from occurring in your school
and community?
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FURTHER READING ON THE HOLOCAUST

Number the Stars by Lois Lowry
Set in Nazi-occupied Denmark in 1943, this 1590 Newbery winner tells of a 10-year-
old girl who undertakes a dangerous mission to save her best friend. Ages 10-14

The Upstairs Room by Johanna Reis
In this Newbery Honor book, Reiss writes a stirring, fictionalized account of her own
experiences as a Jewish girl during World War II. Ages 12-up.

Journey to America: Aniela Kaminski 's Story: A Voyage from Poland during
WWIT by Claire Pastore
When Aniela’s Jewish friends in Warsaw start disappearing, she flees to America
with her father. But even though she loves her new homeland, Aniela longs for
those she left behind.

David and Jonathan by Cynthia Voigt
Grade 9-12-- A complex novel, set in the 1950s; that explores what it was like to be
Jewish in the years following World War 11--the sorrow of losing one’s family, the
guilt of having survived when so many did not, and the religious doubt such
tragedy evokes.

One Eye Laughing, the Other Weeping, the Diary of Julie Weiss, Vienna, Austria
1938
Grade 5-9-4 story set in Vienna on the eve of World War II. Eleven-year-old Julie
Weiss adores her rich and successful father, but is ambivalent toward her superficial
mother, Step by step, the girl, her Jewish family, and their friends suffer from the
violent persecution inflicted on them by the Nazis.

Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl
A beloved classic since its initial publication in 1947, this vivid, insightful journal is a
fitting memorial to the qgifted Jewish teenager who died at Bergen-Belsen,
Germany, in 1945. Born in 1929, Anne Frank received a blank diary on her 13th
birthday, just weeks before she and her family went into hiding in Nazi- occupied
Amsterdam.

Night by Elie Wiesel
In Nobel laureate Elie Wiesel’s memoir Mighit, a scholarly, pious teenager is wracked
with quilt at having survived the horror of the Holocaust and the genocidal
campaign that consumed his family.

No Pretty Pictures: A Child of War by Anita Lobel

Nominated for a 1998 National Book Award for Young People’s Literature, Mo Pretty
Pictures: A Child of Waris Anita Lobel’s gripping memoir of surviving the Holocaust.
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I Have Lived A Thousand Years: Growing Up in the Holocaust by Livia
BittonJackson
Ages 12-up. this Holocaust memoir describes what happens to a Jewish girl who is
13 when the Nazis invade Hungary in 1944. She tells of a year of roundups,
transports, selections, camps, torture, forced labor, and shootings, then of
liberation and the return of a few,

The Cage by Ruth Minsky Sender
This reflective Holocaust memoir presents a series of brief scenes from 1939, when
the author was 12 and Hitler invaded Poland, through the Russnan liberation of the
Mitelsteine labor camp in 1945.

The Devil'’s Arithmetic by Jane Yolen
Grade 4-8 In this novel, Yolen attempts to answer those who question why the
Holocaust should be remembered. Hannah, 12, is tired of remembering, and is
embarrassed by her grandfather, who rants and raves at the mention of the Nazis.
Her mother’s explanations of how her grandparents and great-aunt lost all family
and friends during that time have little effect.

7ell No One Who You Are: The Hidden Life of Regine Miller by Walter
Buchigani and Regine Miller
Ten years old when her brother was arrested by Nazis, Miller, a JEWISh girl,
survived the occupation of Belgium by living under a false identity. In a starred
review, PW said that Buchignani recreates Miller's experiences with “aching clarity,
conveying “both a human drama and a chilling moment in history.” Ages 12-up.

1

19




ONLINE SITES FOR FURTHER RESEARCH
United States Holocaust Museum in Washington, D.C. — www.ushmm.org

Museum of Jewish Heritage in New York City - www.mjhnyc.org
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