RUS101-00: Elementary Russian I

Syllabus, Fall 2004

Time:  M/T/R/F at 9:30-10:20 a.m..

Instructor:  Dr. Luba Iskold

Room: M/F Walson 115; T/R Moyer 201
Office:  102A  

Email: iskold@muhlenberg.edu


Phone: (484) 664-3516

Office Hours: T/R 3:00-4:00 p.m. 

F 10:30-11:30 a.m. and by appointment 

                         Language Learning Center (LLC): Ettinger 103, phone X3339


Course goals

You will learn Cyrillic alphabet and begin developing practical language skills, including reading, writing, comprehension, and speaking. In addition, you will learn to print, write in cursive, and type in Russian using Cyrillic keyboard. «Начало» is a video-based course. Within the context of an engaging storyline you will explore formal linguistic and grammatical sophistication along with cultural knowledge about Russia and the Slavic world. The video episodes are filmed in Russia in authentic settings and the actors are native speakers of Russian. Although the video 

was produced for pedagogical purposes, it exhibits features that occur in genuine acts of communication. Thus, your goal is to begin the journey toward understanding real-life Russian.

Required textbooks and materials:

(1)  Lubensky, Ervin, Jarvis:  Начало: When in Russia… McGraw-Hill, 2003 

      (with a CD); abbreviated TXT

(2)  Workbook and Laboratory Manual for the above textbook, 2003; abbreviated WLM

(3)  Video Guide, 2003
How to use the materials:

Audio CD for Listening Comprehension

Your Textbook is packaged with a CD that contains readings  for each lesson. Every text or exercise with a picture of head phones next to it is recorded on this CD. Listening to the audio from the CD will help you develop your listening skills, as well as master Russian pronunciation. Hint: don’t forget to play the same audio at least 2-3 times!!!

Workbook

You will be writing your homework in the Workbook. These assignments will help you review each grammar point in the text. We will be checking and correcting homework assignments in class. Usually, you will be completing one section in the Workbook per week. Each section in the Workbook concludes with a Laboratory Manual which contains listening and speaking exercises. The Audio Program that correlates with the Laboratory manual is available only at the Language Learning Center. You will need to go to the language lab (LLC: Ettinger 103) to complete these exercises.

Video

We will be watching video episodes in class together. Both, the Video Guide in your package and the on-line Video Guide that I had designed for you, will help you start developing listening/video comprehension and understand the videotext better. To review a video episode and to practice the material in an interactive, multimedia format at your own pace, you will need to go to the Language Learning Center.

Website (http://mhhe.com/nachalo)

The website is text specific. It provides additional exercises, as well as cultural information, links to authentic sites, and expands on themes of each lesson.
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Recommended Reference Books (available at the bookstore):

Romanov’s English-Russian/ Russian English Dictionary

Edward Cruise. English Grammar for Students of Russian.

Russian Grammar. Quick Study.

Expectations:

In the future, your study of Russian will grant you access to rich literary, artistic, philosophical, and scientific heritage as well as to economic and political developments in the largest and one of the most powerful East European countries. In this course, however, I expect you not only to acquire basic skills in the Russian language, but also to gain knowledge about and understanding of a culture, which is distinctly different from your native one. I hope the study of Russian becomes more than just an academic subject for you. If you work hard and do really well, it may turn into a great opportunity for personal and professional growth. The study of international law, international business, medicine and disease control, technology, national security, space exploration, child adoption is just the beginning of an endless list of fields of expertise where your knowledge of Russian can be valuable. You’d have to work very hard, and I certainly expect you to do so. 

Attendance: 

Because learning a language other than your native tongue requires dedication and persistence, regular class attendance is required in this course. Active participation in class is vital for your progress.  Students who are absent for more than four times during the semester without justification will be penalized on the final course grade since I shall not be able to give you credit for class work. 

Assignments:  

It is your obligation to study and prepare fully the assigned material. Please remember, part of being prepared for class, involves bringing the appropriate materials with you to class (e.g., textbook, workbook and any additionally distributed materials). 

We'll use Blackboard to communicate electronically outside of class. In addition, I’ll be posting announcements, guidelines for LLC assignments, study guides and resources. To get a password ASAP, please contact OIT, Student Help Desk (Ettinger, Room 003, tel. X3375, or email helpdesk@muhlenberg.edu). Check your Muhlenberg account frequently!!!
Academic Behavior Code:  You must comply with Muhlenberg’s Academic Behavior Code in all work for this course. Consult the STUDENT HANDBOOK for details.

Quizzes/exams:  There will be weekly quizzes, tests and a final exam (cumulative).

Your mid-semester exam will consist of two parts: (Exam I) written and (Exam II) oral, conducted as a student-teacher conference.

Learning Disabilities: If you have a learning disability documented by the Office of Academic Support at Muhlenberg College, you are entitled to certain accommodations. Please see me early in the semester so I can make special arrangements according to your individual needs.

Grading:  Your grade in this course will be determined as follows:  

Quizzes:
20%
Class participation: 
20%

Exams:

20%
Workbook:

15%

Final Exam:      15%
Work at the LLC:
10% 
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Class Schedule/ Расписание:

Please use this outline as a guide for learning Russian.  I don’t expect the schedule to be completely accurate, depending on how fast or slow we go. However, the order in which we’ll cover the material will follow this outline:

Август  

Неделя 1

M/  Понедельник
 30
Introduction Guided tour through Начало.





Course Components. Characters.



T/   Вторник

 31
Урок 1. Часть 1. Добро пожаловать в Россию.

Сентябрь


R/   Четверг

   2
Урок 1. Casual Greetings and Introductions.

F/    Пятница

   3
Introducing oneself. WLM, 1-10. Class meets at the 

                                                                 LLC. Numbers (1-10). Video.
 Неделя 2

M/   Понедельник
  6
Урок 1. Часть 2. Names and Nicknames.

T/    Вторник

  7
Patronymics & Last names. Formal Introductions.






Wednesday, Sept. 8, last day for course changes.

             R/   Четверг                      9        Informal Greetings. “You” singular & “you” plural.


F/   Пятница

 10
Pronunciation and stress patterns. WLM, 15-24.

Неделя 3

M/  Понедельник           13
Урок 1. Часть 3. What to Wear?

T/   Вторник

 14
Discussing Locations: World Map.


R/   Четверг

 16
Intonation in YES/NO questions. Grammatical 

gender. Personal Pronouns. Rosh Hashanah.


F/    Пятница

 17
WLM, 25-34. LLC: Numbers (10-20)

Неделя 4

            M/   Понедельник
 20
Урок 1. Часть 4. Expressing Ownership.
T/    Вторник

 21
Plurals of Masc. and Fem. Nouns. LLC: Days/Months

R/   Четверг

 23
В аэропорту. Days & Months. Итак. Повторение.


F/    Пятница

 24  
Classroom Directions. Cognates. WLM, 37-41.






Yom Kippur, Saturday, September 25.

Неделя 5

M/   Понедельник
 27
Подготовка к экзаменам. Team work.


T/    Вторник

 28
Oral Exam #1 (Conference: Ettinger 102-A).

R/   Четверг

 30
Exam #1 (written).

Октябрь

F/    Пятница

   1
Урок 2. Часть 1. Наш новый дом. Video. 

Homecoming: October 1-3.                   Грамматика. Verb conjugation. WLM 45-5.0
Неделя 6

M/  Понедельник              4
Урок 2. Часть 2. Наша новая квартира.

T/   Вторник

    5
Грамматика. Plurals of neuter nouns.


R/   Четверг    
                 7
Adjectives: Gender & Number. WLM. 53-56.

             F/   Пятница
                 8
Describing People. Video.

Неделя 7


    

M/  Понедельник
   11      Урок 2. Часть 3. Здесь живет музыкант?
T/   Вторник

   12  
Грамматика; Plural nouns & adjectives.

R /Четверг

   14
Грамматика: спряжение глаголов.

F/  Пятница

   15
Здесь живёт музыкант? Video.





Mid-semester grades due by 4:00 p.m. 


Каникулы! Каникулы!
Fall Recess begins at the conclusion of classes
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Class Schedule/ Расписание:

Неделя 8 (Second PE quarter)

Четверг

 21
 Урок 2. Часть 4. Практика. Exclamations.


Пятница

 22
 Культура речи: Извините. Очень приятно.

Неделя 9

Понедельник

 25        Повторение: Итак WLM., 71-76.


Вторник

 26
Exam #2
Четверг

 28
Reviewing the exam.


Пятница

 29
Урок 3. Часть 1. LLC: review Months
Family Weekend. 


Встреча с семьей. October 29-31.

Ноябрь
Неделя 10

Понедельник

   1
Урок 3. Часть 1. Интересные профессии.

Вторник

   2
Грамматика и практика: the Present Tense.


Четверг

   4
Культура речи: Разве.


Пятница

   5
WLM., 81-87. LLC: review numbers (10-20).
Deadline course “W” Nov. 5.                  Report Final Exam conflicts

Неделя 11

Понедельник

   8
Урок 3. Часть 2. Сосед симпатичный.

Вторник

   9 
Accusative Case of Nouns. LLC Numbers (20-100)


Четверг                            11
Культура речи: Так это? Video.


  

            Пятница                           12
Повторение. WLM 91-96. Quiz.

Неделя 12

Понедельник

  15
Урок 3. Часть 3. Домашнее задание.


Вторник

  16
Грамматика: Verbs of Motion & Destination.


Четверг

  18
Культура речи: По-моему. LLC: Interrogatives

Пятница

  19
Повторение. WLM, 99-103.
Неделя 13

Понедельник

  22
Урок 3. Часть 4. Куда вы идете?


Вторник

  23
Грамматика: «или» questions. Video.

День Благодарения/

Thanksgiving Recess begins at the conclusion of class, Wednesday, November   24
till Monday, November 29. 
Неделя 14

Понедельник

  29
Повторение: Итак. Quiz.
Вторник

  30
Урок 4. Часть 1. У нас ужасные проблемы.

Четверг

   2
Грамматика: родительный падеж.

             Пятница

   3
Повторение. Video.

Декабрь

Неделя 15

Понедельник

   6
Грамматика: Possession. WLM 117-122.


Вторник

   7
Культура речи: Конечно.


Четверг

   9
Подготовка к экзамену

Пятница

  10        Performance Day.

__________________________________________________________

Study Days



Dec. 11 & 12

Final Exams



Dec. 13-18

Final Grades Due


Dec. 17

Зимние каникулы!


С Новым Годом!

Elementary Russian I 




                                    Dr. Luba Iskold


Language learning Center

Language Learning Center (LLC) is a state-of-the art technological facility located in Ettinger 103 (tel.x3339). Hours: M/T/W/R 8:00 am till 5:30 pm. LLC closes at 4:00 p.m. on Fridays. Evening hours are M/T/E/R  6:30 9:30 p.m.

Because you are beginning a study of a new language, you should be visiting the lab frequently. There, you will find a wealth of resources that will assist you with your discovery of the Slavic world. 

Individual Projects:

The beauty of technology is in that it allows you to choose what’s of interest to you and permits you to work with the material at your own pace. From experience I know that academic goals and objectives, as well as learning styles, vary form student to student. For example, some learn better from reading, others from listening; some students love typing, others enjoy practicing cursive. Similarly, in this class, you may do better in one area of language study, and slightly worth in another. 

I would like to encourage you to develop, based on your individual interests and needs, your own personal plans for what you want to learn within a certain period of time and monitor your own progress. Certainly, the LLC resources will come in handy for such projects. I will be happy to assist you with planning as well as to reword with extra credit of some sort your accomplishments.

Visit the LLC to study grammar, master vocabulary, explore cultural information, take advantage of the Internet links that I’ve compiled for you.  Practice word processing (we have spell checkers and even thesaurus in Russian). 

Supplemental Programs:

Space Exploration

This program includes a wide range of topics. I designed it so that students of different levels can use it for a variety of topics and objectives. This semester you will use the program to practice Numbers (1-100), day of the week and months (check the syllabus for dates). In this courseware, Numbers are introduced in clusters  (1-10, 10-20, etc.)

I have recorded the sound, so that you could learn to pronounce them correctly. The “Practice” section of the program will let you practice the spelling and better understand the etymology, i.e. the origin and meaning of each number. Word of caution: Russian numbers may be quite tricky when it comes to their use. So, it’s wise to learn them right the fist time. You will apply your knowledge to talk about time, money, dates, etc.

Use the same program to learn the Days of the week and Months. Like numbers, this is not an easy concept in Russian, so be sure to practice a lot .

Russian Interrogatives
Toward the end of the semester, you will be assigned to work on Russian Interrogatives, a program that will help you learn Russian interrogatives though a funny story which I translated from Italian. 
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However, please DO NOT FORGET  that «Начало» video episodes and lab exercises can be found in the lab only. They are not included in your course package. You must use these every week. Please remember to sign in the Lab Attendance Book, so that you can receive 10% of your grade for the work with multimedia in the lab.

☺Learn to type documents in Russian using Cyrillic Keyboard.  If you’d like to 

have it on your personal computer, you can find instructions on the Russian Studies Homepage. Should you need assistance, please contact Andrew Woodward or Josh Lauer at the LLC.

☺Discover useful links through our departmental site at: http://www.muhlenberg.edu/depts/forlang/new_llc/russian/fac_res/web_res.html
☺Explore Russian Studies Homepage and learn more about the program at:      

http://www.muhlenberg.edu/depts/forlang/new_llc/russian/program/program.html
Commercial software

         
Russian Now – includes a number of conversational topics

For more programs please visit: http://www.muhlenberg.edu/depts/forlang/new_llc/main_nav/llc/llc.html
“Hello, Russia” is a commercially produced software especially useful for beginners because it includes a wide variety of topics.  To run this program, ask for the corresponding CD at the LLC.  
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