Muhlenberg College - Department of Psychology

Child Psychopathology (PSY-316) 

Course Syllabus (FallPRIVATE 
, 2007)

	Instructor:
	Mark J. Sciutto, Ph.D.



	Class Meetings:
	W - F  10:30 - 11:45 p.m., Moyer 214


	Office Hours
	TR 11:00-12:00, WF 1:00-2:00, or by appointment.
Room 217 Moyer (Phone: Ext. 3649)  
E-Mail: sciutto@muhlenberg.edu


	Required Texts:


	Mash, E. J., & Wolfe, D. A. (2005).  Abnormal Child Psychology (3rd ed.).  Wadsworth Thomson Learning.



	Additional Readings:
	Additional readings will be available electronically via Blackboard (see partial list of readings at the end of the syllabus).



	Course News, Documents etc.


	Blackboard.com  (http://blackboard2.muhlenberg.edu/). This link is also available from the MuhlNet Start Page.




Course Goals
· To develop a greater understanding of the interdependence of biological, psychological, and social/cultural factors in the etiology, course, and treatment of childhood disorders.   

· To develop a greater understanding of the importance of research in serving the needs of children and families.

· To foster empathy and sensitivity toward children (and their families) who are experiencing significant emotional, cognitive, behavioral, or social difficulties.
Consistent with mission of the Psychology department at Muhlenberg, this course will emphasize the following skills:

· Critical thinking skills

· Oral and written communication skills

· Ability to review, analyze, and synthesize an existing body of research

· Appropriate use of library and electronic resources

· Interpersonal skills

· Professionalism

For a detailed description of the goals and skills emphasized by the psychology major at Muhlenberg, go to http://www.muhlenberg.edu/depts/psychology/mission.htm

Course Requirements and Grading Policy
The final course grade will be determined as follows:

	Exam 1
	20%

	Exam 2
	20%

	Final Paper
	30%

	Service-Learning Assignments & Portfolio
	30%


Individual exam and assignment grades will be assigned according to the following numerical equivalents:

	93 - 100
	A
	 
	77 – 79
	C+

	90 - 92
	A-
	 
	73 – 76
	C 

	87 - 89
	B+
	 
	70 – 72
	C-

	83 - 86 
	B
	 
	65 – 69
	D

	80 - 82
	B- 
	 
	Below 65
	F


Examinations: (40%) Two examinations will be administered. The exam format will include multiple choice, true/false, short answer (1-2 paragraphs) and essay questions.  If you have a conflict with any exam, you must notify me at least 48 hours in advance. Make-up exams will only be given for the following reasons, (1) sickness—you must bring me documentation verifying your illness, (2) a family emergency/crisis/death—must be verified by the Dean of Students. If an exam is missed for reasons other than those listed above and I am not notified ahead of time, you will receive a zero for that exam.  You must take the final exam during the designated final period.  If you have to miss the final, you will receive an “Incomplete” for the class.  You are then subjected to College procedures regarding an incomplete grade (see student handbook).
Final Paper (30%)  Over the past few decades, the support available to parents of children with special needs have increased dramatically.  While access to professional mental health services is still a concern, parents now have access to a wide range of information about specific disorders and interventions.  Self-help books are a particularly prominent source of information for parents. However, there is substantial variability in the utility and quality of these books. For this assignment, you will analyze a published self-help resource that is geared toward parents of a specific population (e.g., parents of children with autism). The goal of this assignment is to critically analyze the utility of a self-help resource in light of the existing scholarly knowledge base. Details about the specific requirements of the assignment will be distributed near the beginning of the semester. 

Service-Learning (30%)  There will be a service learning component to this course in which each student will work with a local agency that serves the needs of children and their families. Each student will invest 2-3 hours per week outside of class at his/her designated placement (Minimum of 16 hours total). Attached to the syllabus is a more complete description of the goals of the service learning component of this course. The grade for this portion of the course will be based upon (a) successful completion of the required hours on-site, (b) submission of bi-weekly reflective journals, (c) brief writing assignments, (d) a final portfolio that integrates your service experiences and (e) a brief oral presentation about your experiences.  A substantial portion of class time will be devoted to discussion issues that arise during students’ work at their placements.  Accordingly, as in clinical practice, confidentiality is essential to preserve the integrity of this course.  Any personal information revealed in class – about the children/families or about your classmates– should not be discussed outside of class. Violation of this policy reflects a disregard for the parties involved and for the ethical principles by which mental health professionals abide.  Violations of confidentiality will not be tolerated.  

Attendance: Although attendance is not mandatory, it is strongly encouraged. In this class in particular, I encourage you to view class attendance as a professional responsibility. Attendance records will be used in determining borderline courses grades (e.g., Johnny has a 92.9 average and has only missed one class--he gets an A; Jimmy also has a 92.9 average and he has missed 10 classes--he gets an A-).  A word of caution: In the past, students who have missed multiple classes have not done very well in my classes. Your presence and active participation are essential to learning in this course.  However, attendance at your service learning placement is mandatory. If you have committed to being at your placement at a given time, you should honor that commitment. The service learning placements will give you valuable work experience, but there is also a level of reciprocity inherent in service learning – the children and the agency should benefit from your work. Not honoring your obligations is unprofessional and undermines the goals of this course and opportunities for future students.   

Late Assignments: Late assignments will be penalized 5% per day late (including weekend days).

Academic Integrity:  You are expected to conduct yourself in accordance with the Academic Behavior Code of Muhlenberg College (www.muhlenberg.edu/mgt/deans/abc_statement.html).  Honesty is an essential aspect of academic integrity. Individual students are responsible for doing their own work and for not taking credit for the effort and ideas of others. This includes plagiarism, cheating and not contributing to group projects. This obligation is based on mutual trust and is essential to meeting the goals of this course.  Academic dishonesty of any type on exams, quizzes or other graded work will not be tolerated.  

Some important points about academic integrity:

1. Unless collaboration is explicitly permitted, you should assume that every course assignment or assessment (i.e., exams) is to be completed individually. This means that you are to work on course assignments by yourself – not with your friend or roommate. Any violation of this restriction will be considered a violation of the Academic Behavior Code and will result in an automatic failure for the assignment. If you are struggling with an assignment, you should consult with me during office hours
2. You are responsible for keeping drafts, references/sources, disk copies, and backup copies of all of your written assignments, to turn in upon my request until final grades are completed. 

3. You should begin your work early.  An unforeseen event arising the night before a paper is due is not a legitimate reason for a paper extension. When submitting assignments electronically, you should request confirmation that your assignment has been received or you should save some form of confirmation that your e-mail was sent (each e-mail program differs in how to do this).
4. You are responsible for taking precautions that your work (especially written work that paraphrases another written source). If I determine that you have copied all or part of an exam or paper from another source (including another student, a web page, a textbook, or other published source), you will receive a failing grade in this course.   If your written work includes material that is paraphrased unacceptably from the original source, I will ask you to re-submit the written work and I will lower the assignment grade by 10%. 

5. On all work submitted for a grade, you must write and sign the following pledge: “I pledge that I have complied with the Academic Behavior Code in this work.”  (For electronic submissions, you may type this phrase followed by your initials).

Students with Disabilities.  Students with disabilities who may need disability-related accommodations are encouraged to make an appointment to see me as soon as possible.  If you have a documented condition, such as a physical or sensory disability, that will make it difficult for you to complete the work as outlined or that will require additional time on examinations, then it is your responsibility to see me during the first two weeks of class so that we can make appropriate arrangements.  I will not indulge any requests that come to my attention for the first time the day before an exam.  
Important Note about Information Technology: 
In this course, you will be required to make extensive use of the information technology available at Muhlenberg. You will be using a software program called Blackboard © to exchange documents electronically, communicate outside of class, and stay updated on class events.  Students who are less comfortable with information technology should schedule an appointment with me so that I can help orient you to the various tools we will be using.

Class Schedule

	Date
	Class Topic
	Readings 

(MW= Mash & Wolfe)



	8/29 (W)


	Introduction and Case Illustration


	Jacoby (1996)

	8/31 (F)
	Normal and Abnormal Behavior in Children & Adolescents


	MW Chpt. 1

	9/5 (W)

	Theories and Causes: Developmental Considerations; Important Assumptions; Biological Influences; Emotional Influences; Behavioral and Cognitive Influences; Family & Social Influences


	MW Chpt. 2

	9/7 (F)

	Theories and Causes (cont.);  Resilience and Protective Factors


	Laursen & Birmingham (2003)

	9/12 (W)

	Research Issues; Facilitated Communication
	MW: Chpt. 3

	9/14 (F)

	Research Issues (cont.); Harsh Parenting 
	Chang et al. (2003)

	9/19 (W)

	Assessment, Diagnosis and Treatment
	MW: Chpt. 4

	9/21 (F)

	Service Learning Roundtable
	

	9/26 (W)

	ADHD
	MW: Chpt. 5

	9/28 (F)

	ADHD
	

	10/3 (W)

	ADHD 
	Hoover & Milich (1994)

	10/5 (F)

	Conduct Problems
	MW: Chpt. 6

	10/10 (W)

	Conduct Problems
	

	10/12 (F)

	Exam 1
	

	10/17 (W)

	Service Learning Roundtable
	

	10/19 (F)


	Mental Retardation
	MW: Chpt. 9

	10/24 (W)


	Pervasive Developmental Disorders 
	MW: Chpt. 10

	10/26 (F)


	Pervasive Developmental Disorders
	

	10/31 (W)


	Pervasive Developmental Disorders
	Klin et al. (2002)

	11/2 (F)


	Service Learning Roundtable
	

	11/7 (W)


	Anxiety Disorders 

	MW: Chpt. 7

	11/9 (F)


	Anxiety Disorders
	

	11/14 (W)


	Anxiety Disorders
	Barrett et al. (1996)

	11/16 (F)


	Mood Disorders
	MW: Chpt. 8

	11/21 (W)


	Mood Disorders
	

	11/28 (W)


	Child Abuse and Neglect; Resilience 
	

	11/30 (F)


	Exam 2
	

	12/5 (W)


	Service Learning Roundtable
	

	12/10 – 12/14
	Final Exam Period (TBD)


	

	
	
	


**This schedule is tentative.  We may find it necessary to alter the schedule slightly as the semester progresses.  Check regularly for announcements posted on Blackboard.

Tentative List of Supplemental Readings

Barrett, P. M., Rapee, R. M., Dadds, M. M., & Ryan, S. M. (1996).  Family enhancement of cognitive style in anxious and aggressive children. Journal of Abnormal Child Psychology, 24, 187 – 203.

Chang, L., Schwartz, D., Dodge, K. A., & McBride-Chang, C. (2003). Harsh parenting in relation to child emotion regulation and aggression. Journal of Family Psychology, 17, 598 – 606. 

Hoover, D. W., & Milich, R. (1994). Effects of sugar ingestion expectancies on mother-child interactions. Journal of Abnormal Child Psychology, 22, 501 – 515.

Jacoby, B. (1996). Service-learning in today’s higher education. In B. Jacoby (ed), Service-Learning in Higher Education.  San Francisco, CA:  Jossey-Bass.

Klin, A., Jones, W., Schultz, R., Volkmar, F., & Cohen, D. (2002). Visual fixation patterns during viewing of naturalistic social situations as predictors of social competence in individuals with autism. Archives of General Psychiatry, 59, 809 – 816.

Laursen, E. K., & Birmingham, S. M. (2003). Caring relationships as a protective factor for at-risk youth: An ethnographic study. Families in Society, 84, 240 - 246.
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