
 

MLA Style 

No matter where your information comes from, you always need to cite your sources. The 6th 
edition of the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers asks that information be cited in 
two different ways--in parenthetical citation within the text of the paper and in a Works Cited 
page at the paper’s conclusion.  
 
As a rule, titles are underlined rather than italicized in papers not formally published. All lines in 
the text of the paper and in the Works Cited page are double spaced throughout. 

 

Works Cited 

Book with One Author: 

Frye, Northrop. Anatomy of Criticism: Four Essays. Princeton: Princeton UP, 1957. 

Book with Multiple Authors: 

Bondanella, Peter, and Julia Conway Bondanella, eds. Dictionary of Italian Literature. 

Westport: Greenwood, 1979. 

Chapter/Work from a Book or Anthology: 

Thurschwell, Pamela. "'That Imperial Stomach Is No Seat for Ladies': Henry James, the First 

World War and the Politics of Identification." Modernist Sexualities. Ed. Hugh 

Stevens. Manchester: Manchester UP, 2000. 167-83. 

Journal Article with Volume Number Only: 

Spear, Karen. "Building Cognitive Skills in Basic Writers." Teaching English in the Two Year 

College 9 (1983): 91-98. 

Journal Article with Volume and Issue Number: 

Monk, Patricia. "Frankenstein's Daughters: The Problems of the Feminine Image in Science 

Fiction." Mosaic 13.3-4 (1980): 15-27. 

Article from a Newspaper: 

Dalin, Damon. "A $7 Greeting Card? Yes, But Listen To The Melody It Will Play For You." 

Wall Street Journal 10 May 1983, eastern ed.: D37. 



Article from a Popular Magazine: 

Helem, Lisa. “Child’s Play? No Way!” Newsweek 19 July 2004: 9. 

Encyclopedia Entry: 

Signed: 

Chiappini, Luciano. "Este, House of." Encyclopedia Britannica: Macropaedia. 1974 ed. 

Unsigned: 

"Graham, Martha." Who's Who of American Women. 13th ed. 1983-84. 

Book Review: 

Schneller, Robert J., Jr. Rev.of A History of the Confederate Navy, by Raimondo Luraghi. 

American Historical Review 102. (Oct. 1997): 1232. 

Article Reprinted in a Collection: 

Miller, Jeanne-Marie A. "Odets, Miller and Communism." CLA Journal 29.4 (1976): 484-93. 

Rpt. in Contemporary Literary Criticism. Ed. Deborah Stanley. Vol. 85. Detroit: Gale, 

1997. 213-215. 

Video 

The Golden Bowl. Dir. James Cellan Jones. Perf. Cyril Cusack, Barry Morse, Jill Townsend, 

Daniel Massey, and Kathleen Byron. Acorn Media, 1999. 

Personal Interview 

Pei, I. M. Personal interview. 22 July 1993. 

Government Documents 

United States. Congress. Joint Committee on the Investigation of the Pearl Harbor Attack. 

Investigation of the Pearl Harbor Attack. 79th Congress, 2nd session. Washington: 

GPO, 1946. 

Website: 

Form: 



Website or Project Name. Editor of Site, if known. Date of last update, if given. 

Institutional Sponsor, if any. Date you visited the web site. <URL>. 

Example: 

Contemporary Postcolonial and Postimperial Literature in English. Ed. George Landow. 

1996. Brown University. 15 April 1999. 

<http://www.scholars.nus.edu.sg/landow/post/misc/postov.html>. 

Document within a Website: 

Form: 

Author(s) or Editor(s), if known. "Title of Web Page or Article." Web Site or Project 

Name. Editor of Project, if known. Date of last update, if given. Institutional or 

Group Affiliation, if any. Date you visited the web site. <URL>. 

Example: 

Bass, Randall. "Convict Women and Sexual Subjugation in Nineteenth-Century 

Australia." Contemporary Postcolonial and Postimperial Literature in English. 

Ed. George Landow. 1996. Brown University. 15 April 1999. 

<http://landow.stg.brown.edu/post/australia/austwomen4.html>. 

Article from a Subscription Database: 

Form: 

Author. "Article Title." Journal Title Volume.Issue, if available (Date): original 

pagination, if known. Database name. Database service. Institution and library 

subscribing to the database. Date you visited the database. <URL to database 

home page, if known>. 

Example - Academic Search Premier: 

Arias, Judith H. "The Devil at Heaven's Door." Hispanic Review 61.1 (Winter 1993): 15- 

. Academic Search Premier. EBSCO. Muhlenberg College, Trexler Library, 

Allentown, PA. 28 Feb. 2000. <http://www.ephost.com>. 



Example - LexisNexis Academic: 

Lindahl, Frederick W. "Activity-Based Costing Implementation and Adaptation." Human 

Resource Planning 20.2 (June 1997): 62- . LexisNexis Academic. LexisNexis. 

Muhlenberg College, Trexler Lib., Allentown, PA. 28 Feb. 2000. 

<http://web.lexis-nexis.com>. 

 

In-text Parenthetical Documentation 

Parenthetical documentation, used in place of footnotes in the MLA style, typically includes the 
author's last name, if known, or the first keyword of the title of the work, followed by a page 
number, if known. 
 

Examples: 

(Smith 10) 

(Smith) 

("Weather" 10) 

 

Annotated Bibliography 

An annotated bibliography should include a summary of the work, and may also contain an 
evaluation and analysis. The annotation runs together with the citation, as follows: 
 

Munro, Alice. The Progress of Love. New York: Penguin, 1995. A collection of short 

stories loosely connected by themes of love found and lost. Many of the stories 

are set in the author's native Canada, and contain glimpses of the landscape and 

weather typical of that land. Munro has won several national and commonwealth 

awards for her writing; this book includes several of her best stories. 
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