New Teacher Survey Results 

from MSPLV “Getting to Know You” Meeting on November 19, 2004
1. What types of assessments are most appropriate for science and math?

a. Hands on manipulatives

b. Lab practicals

c. Role play during lab activities

d. Cooperative group assignments

e. Critical thinking and problem solving

f. Peer teaching assignments

g. Whatever parallels your teaching

h. Performance-based projects with rubrics

i. Writing

j. Journal entries

k. Lab reports

l. I-search research for science

m. Being able to think about the experimental approach when confronted with a science question

n. Inquiry-based activities


2. What was the most valuable part of your preservice experience?

a. Getting to learn how to teach from one of the best in the business

b. Learning about the climates of different schools

c. Gathering resources

d. I didn’t have one

e. A two week field experience prior to student teaching

f. Learned organizational skills

g. Learning to teach using multiple strategies

h. Working with the students

i. Student teaching

j. Time management

k. To be flexible in an already established classroom

l. Learning how to set up experiments in an efficient manner for 25+ students

m. Assessment strategies

n. The opportunities to try creative ideas with instant feedback from veteran teachers

o. Getting insight from Co-op teacher


3. List ways in which you might incorporate current science issues into your classroom?

a. Global communications

b. Look at the effects of urbanization on the watersheds

c. Current news—Mt. St. Helens—to volcanoes and plate tectonics

d. Gathering data and analyzing it

e. Research projects/Presentations

f. Journal writing—applications, use newspapers

g. CSI

h. Debates on current issues

i. Up to date discoveries (i.e. DNA)

j. Show world related problems

k. Bioethics

l. Use Chem Matters feature articles on a regular basis to highlight concepts

m. Missing – find the missing element, compound, etc.

n. Alternative energy policy development

4.  What would you do with $1,000.00 to improve your teaching?

a. Purchase a few palm pilots to use with temperature, pH and pressure probes

b. Buy some PASCO Explorers and sensors

c. Labtops (sic.- laptops?) and exploratory software

d. Put towards a field trip (2 responses)

e. Interactive software programs

f. Science lab equipment

g. Microscopes

h. Get roof supports to hang stuff down from exposed  I-beams (2 responses)

i. Textbooks and lab supplies (balances, meter sticks)

j. After school activities

5.  What was (or has been) the most challenging part of your first year of teaching?

a. Paperwork, absences, excuses, referrals, keeping track of it all

b. Paperwork for the district

c. Record keeping for credit denial

d. Feeling overwhelmed by keeping everything organized

e. Classroom discipline
f. Floating - teaching in 4 rooms, 5 at midyear

g. No textbooks, unless you count the 1978’s

h. Parental communication

i. All classes taught were out of my certification area some of which I had never studied in my life.

j. No sinks or lab tables for chem. Getting stuck teaching 8 periods out of 9 periods, & then that was my lunch (no prep. period)

k. Trying to remember it!

6.  What are some creative ways in which local and regional resources and data might be incorporated into your classroom?

a. Internet databases

b. Meterology

c. Watershed Hydrology

d. Stream studies - compare data to that archived on LEO Envirosci Web site & post own data (Lehigh Earth Observatory)

e. Area industry to share - ex. Air Products

f. Area clubs (astronomy) to share PowerPoint presentations

g. Have students chart data & create graphs for analysis

h. Real time data of weather and/or Delaware River info can be used in science class

i. Geological effects of long-term erosion in the Delaware Water Gap

j. Use data from bear hunt to study population dynamics

k. Have classroom visitors in to discuss special topics and promote community involvement

l. Utilize local facilities - i.e. Jacobsburg State Park, Wildlife Information Center, Trexler Game Preserve

m. Backyard bird counts (w/Cornell project)

n. Local agricultural extension offices - garden mosaics project

o. Data from levels of precipitation can be measured for central tendencies (mean, median, mode)

7.  What are the most important resources necessary for new teacher success?

a. Friendly observations and nonjudgmental assistance

b. Administrator support regarding student behavior

c. Guidance; Nurse

d. Other teachers

e. Mentors and other teachers

f. Information from experienced teachers

g. Support from colleagues

h. Having good resources to tap into - good professional development

i. Ties to the community

j. Time for planning

k. Hangs on materials

l. Stipends to purchase materials

m. Technology support - laptop

n. Understanding the hierarchy to help through problems

o. Time filler tips

p. Team meetings - share ideas

8.  What types of professional development opportunities would you be interested in pursuing?

a. More classes that focus on science.  (No more ESL, Reading in Content Area)   How about technical reading for the English staff?!?

b. Opportunities for K-12 and college science faculty to converse, design science-based workshops

c. Workshops on small science demos

d. Lab demos on: plants (photosynthesis) mitosis and meiosis

e. Hands on science for the classroom

f. Teaching children (and adults) how to overcome their math phobias

g. Handouts

h. Copies of activities

i. Finding opportunities for educational materials

j. Quick and dirty physics demos

