
2010-11 Review

Athletics: Wrestling

Despite struggling to fill a lineup after being hit hard 
by injuries, the Muhlenberg wrestling team still man-
aged to make the 2010-11 campaign a success.

In the last month of the season, the undermanned 
Mules won their first dual match in two years, then 
went on to perform well at the Centennial Conference 
Championships.

After finishing ninth at the Monarch Invitational and 
13th at the prestigious Messiah Petrofes Invitational, 
Muhlenberg dropped its first 11 dual meets of the 
season.

Forfeiting multiple weight classes, the Mules started 
most duals in a deep hole. Three times Muhlenberg 
actually won a majority of the contested bouts only to 
drop the dual in large part because of points given up 
by forfeits.

But everything finally came together in February as 
Muhlenberg picked up its first dual-meet victory in 
almost two seasons with a 24-15 win over Yeshiva.

Junior Kevin Homan and senior Keith Swanson picked up pins and senior Bill Sholly won by forfeit to put 
the Mules up by three heading to the heavyweight bout. Needing at least a decision to seal the win, junior 
Nick Pallotta wasted little time as he decked his Maccabee opponent in 17 seconds to seal the first win of 
Coach Mike Kocsis’ career and snap Muhlenberg’s 24-match losing streak.

While the Mules did not win another dual match the rest 
of the season, they did beat another team at the Centen-
nial Conference Championships.

Led by junior John Sternlicht and seniors Michael 
Slevin and Swanson, Muhlenberg closed out the season 
by finishing seventh at the Championships, 16.5 points 
of ahead of eighth place.

Sternlicht, who had missed most of the CC dual-meet 
season, used back-to-back pins and a 10-9 decision 
over the No. 2 seed in the consolation final to place third 
at 165.

Swanson and Slevin, meanwhile, closed out their ca-
reers with fourth-place finishes at 133 and 157 pounds, 
respectively.

Swanson led the Mules with an 18-11 record during his 
final campaign. He finished in the top 10 in the confer-
ence with 10 pins. 

Pallotta won 14 bouts on the season, nine of which came by pin, and placed third at the Ursinus Homecom-
ing Invitational. He has won 37 matches, including 29 by pin, during his three seasons in Allentown.

Sholly picked up double-digit wins (11) for the first time in his career, while Homan placed fourth at Ursinus 
and finished fourth on the team with nine victories. 

Sholly closed out his career with 24 wins, including seven 
pins.

Swanson picked up nearly half of his 38 career wins during 
the 2010-11 season.


