
In the two years since its inception, Reality MC has become a weekend that seniors appreci-

ate most for the time they spend with one another.  When asked to identify the benefits of 

attending, members of the Class of 2010 listed, òBeing with friends without classes to learn 

valuable skills for life after school,ó the weekend was òfun, supportive,ó and you have the 

time and support to òget yourself set up for the final semesterñ physically and emotion-

ally.ó  Session topics that have been the most popular include Finding an Apartment, Under-

standing Finances & Budgeting, and Insurance & Benefits.  Students who did not attend    
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Monday, April 26 at 4:30 pm  

Understanding Benefits and Insurance 
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Personal Finance, Budgeting and Saving 

Thursday, April 29 at 7:00 pm  

 Recent Alumni Tell It Like It Is 

Transition Week Offers Practical Help 

      Julie Ambrose, Director 

 

 

 
 

Seniors Erik Fiebiger,  David Broxmeyer, and Laura 
Prigoff act out a scene in the Finding Your Apartment 
seminar during Reality MC 2010.  Additional sessions 
will be offered April 26-нф ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ά[ŜŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
wŜŘ 5ƻƻǊǎΥ  {ŜƴƛƻǊ ¢Ǌŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎέ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ōȅ 
the Senior Year Experience and the Career Center.  

Class of 2011  

Save The Date:  

REALITY MC  

A three day weekend      

FOR SENIORS ONLY     

from January 14-16, 2011   

to help you develop        

personal, finance, and life            

management skills! 

96% of the Class of 2009 and 

2010 respondents would  

recommend Reality MC to 

the next yearõs seniors.   

Reality MC have a second chance to learn about 

these topics during the Leaving the Red Doors: Sen-

ior Transition Workshops.  One topic will be cov-

ered each day.  All seniors will benefit from the sto-

ries and advice on the first years out of college shared 

by our panel of recent alumni on Thursday evening.   
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Women Charting Their Own Course:  Negotiating the Transition from College 

Senior Profiles Have 

Common Link to Success 

Workshop participants 
will:  
 

Define what success is for 
YOU 

Identify strategies to manage 
change 

Identify the skills, behaviors 
and attitudes to make the 
transition from college to life 
after college a success 

Learn a simple process to 
negotiate 

Build your confidence to ask 
for what you want/need 

that is not necessarily sufficient 
for success in the workplace.  
The workplace is far more com-
plex. 
 
Gail Eisenberg, lecturer in busi-
ness administration, and Sam 
Laposata, visiting professor of 
economicsτboth at Muhlen-
berg College are researchers and 
authors of the study:  Under-
standing the Gender Salary Gap: 
A Cohort-Based Longitudinal 
Study.  They will present their 
research at  regional and na-
tional conferences this spring.  
Using their findings and addi-
tional current research, The Sen-
ior Year Experience and the Ca-
reer Center have partnered with 
the Accounting, Business and 
Economics Department and 
Dana Diorio Band ΨфоΣ aǳƘƭŜƴπ

The Senior Year Experience coor-
dinates opportunities for stu-
dents to build skills and increase 
their confidence as they face the 
transition from college.   
 
This workshop idea grew out of 
studies that show that the work-
place students are entering is 
often a very different place than 
the college setting.  In college, 
good work is automatically  
rewarded with high grades, but 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
The Congratulations Class of 2010 feature on 
the Senior Year Experience Web site includes 
profiles of seniors and their plans in addition 

to a list of seniorsõ post-graduate plans. Public 
Relations intern Christina Cangelosi ô10 is 
interviewing seniors and writing brief profiles 

of their plans for after graduation and the 
story behind how they arrived at these deci-
sions. 

 
Of the seven students already interviewed, a 
common theme has emerged:  Internships and 

job shadowing are essential to clarifying ca-
reer goals and obtaining offers from both 
educational institutions and employers. 

 

Public Accounting  
Dan Aitkens òparticipated in these (mock 
interviews) events to just get a foot in the 

door. Later, Aitkens secured an internship for 
Deloitte in Parsippany, New Jersey.ó  

McDonald did not even apply for this posi-
tion at the Lehigh Valley Arts Council. They 

approached her when a position opened 
up. McDonald accepted the offer and began 
working there part-time in January.ó 
 

Professional School  
 òThe summer after her freshman year, 
Jenna Piccininni did oncology research. She 

went abroad to Copenhagen, Denmark, 
where she was a part of the Human Health 
and Disease Program,ó and òshe shadowed 

a plastic surgeon. Piccininni also shad-

owed õBerg alum Dr. Ray Singer of 
Lehigh Valley Hospital, where she 
would scrub in on his surgeries three 

days a week.ó 
What advice would a senior offer 

Who Is Your 

Belay? Part II 

Reality MC participants 

attended a session on 

the benefits and how-

toõs of finding a career/

academic mentor. All 

seniors are invited to 

continue the conversa-

tion with  

Dr. John Ramsay on 

March 26 at 4:00 pm in 

the Life Sports Center, 

Room 239. 

To sign up, contact  

Julie Ambrose,  at 

sye@muhlenberg.edu  

Non -Profit/Arts Administration  

Alysea McDonaldõs employment at the 
Lehigh Valley Arts Council òdid not just 
happen by chance. She took charge of her 

own destiny by maintaining close relation-
ships with previous employers. Actually, 

others?  

òStart early, go to 
the Career Cen-
ter, go on the  

Career Connec-
tions website, get 
out there, and do 

as many activities 
that you can in 
order to stand 

out,ó said Thomas Sylvester. 

 
Seniorsñwhen you know your plans 
for after graduation, please share 

them with us! Weõd love to in-
clude you on the Congratula-
tions page.  

 
Go to www.Muhlenberg.edu/SYE to 
complete the post-graduate plans 

survey, and to read about the seniors     
mentioned here as well as others yet 
to come! 

berg College alumna and princi-
pal, Dana Band Consulting, LLC 
to provide useful training to 
senior women in all majors. 
 

Read Cangelosiõs complete senior profiles by visiting 

www.muhlenberg.edu/sye . 
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Last Lecture Nominations Compelling 

 

Over the coming months you will hear a 
lot more about the Senior Class Connec-
tions Campaign (SCCC) and it might be 
helpful to know a little more about it. 
SCCC is dedicated to developing aware-
ness in current students about the impact 
and importance of philanthropy to their 
alma mater through The Muhlenberg 
Fund. It is also a celebration honoring four 
years of the Muhlenberg experience and 
one of the last things a class can do to-
gether before graduation. 
 
The Muhlenberg Fund is the annual giving 
program that sustains and replenishes the 
/ƻƭƭŜƎŜΩǎ ōǳŘƎŜǘΦ hƴƭȅ ур҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƭπ
ƭŜƎŜΩǎ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘǳƛǘƛƻƴ ŘƻƭƭŀǊǎΤ 
The Muhlenberg Fund helps to make up 
the rest. Gifts to this Fund are critical to 
sustain the day-to-day operation and ex-
cellence of Muhlenberg.   

ά{ƘŜ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǎƻŎƛŜǘŀƭ 
issues into her classes, although few others 
would make the connections between sci-
ence courses and issues of diversity and ine-
ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΦέ 
ά!ǎ ŀ ŦǊŜǎƘƳŀƴ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άL ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊΦέ LΩǾŜ 
allowed that question to guide my career 
here as a student, and with those words of 
wisdom in my mind I know I will be a life-
ƭƻƴƎ ƭŜŀǊƴŜǊΦέ 
 
The Senior Year Experience thanks all     
students who submitted nominations!  
Come to the Senior Fair on April 8 & 9 in 
Seegers  to find out who will deliver the Last 
Lecture.  RSVP in Student Activities to     
attend the  Senior Celebration (May 20) 
where you will hear the Last Lecture. 

SCCC 2010 kicked off on January 28 at a 
ά{ŜƴƛƻǊ /Ƙƛƭƭέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ wŜŘ 5ƻƻǊ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ ōȅ 
the Office of Development and Alumni Re-
lations.  Approximately 140 members of the 
Class of 2010 came out for the event and 
were treated to drinks, an appetizer buffet 
and remarks by President Helm, and wit-
nessed the presentation of the symbolic 
ΨŦƛǊǎǘ ƎƛŦǘΩ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ нлмл {/// ōȅ Kiren 
Goyal Ωмл ŀƴŘ Jon Falk ΩмлΦ  

HELP WANTED 
 Juniors or sophomores available 

January 2011 to help with Reality 

MC  

 Federal work study student inter-

ested in writing & marketing  

 Class of 2011 member to serve on 

SYE Advisory Board  

Resume & cover letter to :  

 SYE@Muhlenberg.ed u  

able to address all seniors and 
who could deliver that message in 
a way that each senior could take 
something away from the lecture.   
 
Compelling phrases from the 
nominations included: 
άIŜ ŜƳōƻŘƛŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀƭǎ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ L 
believe this college upholdsτ
academics, talent, enthusiasm, 
ƛƴǘŜƭƭŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǇƛǊƛǘΦέ 

ANY QUESTIONS? CONTACT KIREN GOYAL ΩмлΣ {/// COMMITTEE MEMBER AT G235235@MUHLENBERG.EDU. 

Senior Class Connections Campaign Kicks Off 
At that event, a participation challenge 
was presented to the Class of 2010 on 
behalf of the Chairman of the Board of 
Trustees, Rich Brueckner ΩтмΣ tΩлпΣ tΩмлΦ  
He has agreed to match, dollar for dollar, 
up to $5,000 if 60% of the class partici-
pates by making a gift. As of February 17, 
twenty-six members of the Class of 2010 
ƘŀŘ ƳŀŘŜ ƎƛŦǘǎ ǘƻǘŀƭƛƴƎ ϷфосΦрлΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ 
ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎǘŀǊǘΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ŀ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ ƎƻΗ 
 
Visit http://www.muhlenberg.edu/
alumni/sccc.html to view the SCCC page 
and a video message by Dr. Jeremy  
Teissere and keep up to date on coming 
events sponsored by SCCC, like the  
Senior Wine and Cheese on March 20, 
2010. Remember, every gift counts!  

άtǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ ··· ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǘƻ 
give a final send off speech to seniors both in-
forming about the world we are about to step 
into and reflecting back on our journey this far.  
Χ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǘŜΣ ƘƻƴŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŘȅƴŀƳƛŎ Χ 
Professor XXX could make a memorable speech 
ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀǊǊƛŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǘƻ ŀŦŦŜŎǘ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ Χέ 
 
This was one of the 67 nominations that were 
submitted on-line by seniors between February 
1 and the February 18 deadline.  Members of 
the Class of 2010 nominated 35 different faculty 
members representing 15 academic depart-
ments.   
 
Committee members Patrick Fligge, Ross Lit-
man, Melinda Ramirez, Andreea Sandulescu, 
Samantha Silverberg and Eric Thompson them-
selves represented a diverse combination of 
majors and extra-curricular activities.   After 
reading all of the nominations (blindτthey did 
not know who submitted the nomination or 
which faculty member was being described), 
the committee members discussed the merits 
of each nomination. 
 
The committee agreed that it would be impor-
tant to invite a faculty member who would be 
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